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CblTXlANDER-TN-CmEFAN-D COMRADES
For a period of 2S years from 1SG2 for-

ward
¬

tho United States Government grant-
ed

¬

Derisions to survivinc soldiors sailors
and marines who had rendered service in
tho war of tho rebellion from 1SC1 to 1SC6
who had boon honorably mustered out
and who had been disabled by wounds
injuries or disease originating during
such service At the timo of enlistment
during the long months and years of ardu-
ous

¬

sen ice and for many years after the
end of the great struggle tho large ma-
jority

¬

of the pen who stood on the firing
lino from the opening to tho close gave
but little though t to the subject of pensions
In common with their fellow citizens who
had furnished the sinews of war they re-

joiced
¬

in the coming of peace With a de-

votion
¬

and jiatriotisni unmatched in his¬

tory they bravely patiently and un-
flinchingly

¬

faced tomostof them radically
chanired conditions As tho money price
of a wicked attempt to destroy the Uovem--
ment founded by the tattlers a vasi na-
tional

¬

debt had beon incurred every homo
had been

SADDENED BY SACllinCES
not to bo expressed in words and maimed
men everywhere reminded the soldier and
citizen of the awful struggle Heroic
as defenders of the Repulic in the time of
war they have been no less heroic in the
grander march of the thirty and eight years
that has carried us to tho foromost place
among tho groat powers of the world
No class of citizens has more staunchly
stood for tho integrity of the Government
and tho fulfillment of every pledge made
to her creditors than they who wore the
blue in the Wp These men with no
wavering no halting and no st agglcis to
mar thejsynicet y tf tc lines have stood
in solid phalanx demanding that all the
world shall respect the at ois flag and
all that is implie I in its presence at home
or abroad They have cheerfully lorne
the bunions winch co no to the citizen
and have had no small shao in the mighty
development which marks our National
progress dtiing the List third of tlo cen-
tury

¬

nearly ciotV
Your Co miiTc oa Tensions in tire

presence co ei j uftlrs il Em anirmir nr not
to eulogize or orit cie hrt to discharge a
soldierly duty in t e plain statement of
facts Jt is toii cTity affirmed that no
representative csfcnbly ever omened
within the li nits of t olTuted Mates L s
inanftfstel eite- - toucrn for honor and
purity in punlic afai s than tie premier
bodv of trc Cand Aiiry of i e KcpiMir
Conservative digiifiel and respectful al
wajsthe Xatio 1 il has lexer
yet appeaol i i vain ti the Airetican puLlic
for a hea ini n mitV i to winch it might
properly ad i ss itset TTe roliliers and
sailos of trc JJvuutiKc have naught to
fear when o i iii- - iSsc is fair y unOer
stooJ lie iso t not passion a guxent
not invective Ico ic pcn who ao march ¬

ing down the vrcstcn so- - c of fc
THE NATIONS on ICAIlt NS

to defenders their depen cit ones VIOIt the disease con- -
present an important problem not ncc
sarily difficult of solution howcicr ponder-
ous it may become We haAe demon-
strated

¬

our ability as a Xatoi to kono ably
treat one class of creditors an i it ought
not to be difficult to apply tiie same princi- -

on precisely the same lines to the other
houlder to shoulder they met and van-

quished
¬

a common enemy and preserved
to mankind a common inheritance The
reward one was evidenced by obliga-
tions

¬

justly valued and honored in
money centers of the civilized world A
grateful people will not fail to keep the
compact with tho other for only the
faithful discharge of that obligation can
Xational honor bo maintained

The pension question and the pensioner
have been discussed quite as much per-
haps

¬

as any other feature of National ad-
ministration

¬

It is not a new problem
it is not to lie put aside nor can the truth
long be vailed by who would juggle
with the rights of the veteran and his
dependent ones The pension question
lias received the best attention of the camp
fire o ator and the politician on the stump
and the veteran of tho GOu conscious
of the value of his service to an imperiled
Nation and realizing in Ids own lKxly the
awful cast to him now demands and
rightly demands tho fulfillent of the
terms of a solemn contract Ho expects
this mucii from friend or foe and with
less than this he will not le content When
he wore the blue no sacrifice was counted
too great all that lie had lie frcelv gladlv
and manfully gae Under no possible
conditions did he stop to reckon the cost
nor summon to his aid expert chroniclers
that they might furnish his Government
witli the minutest details of even a single
days history in his soldier career When
tired nature pleaded for rest and a jiain
racked body cried out for repose kept
his place in the ranks grimly intent on a
soldiers duty little dreaming of the price-
less

¬

value and logic of a hospital record in
future rension administration Here as
in all Depattxcnts of tho Government
differences arise in the construction or
law policy of administration and the
application of general principles and
here as in all things human the exercise
of saving common sense should liae free
play As it is impossible to set up a stan¬

dard by which accurately to measure the
value of the services of tho Union soldiers
so now it seems an equally hopeless task
to adequately determine the reward for
that service as expressed in the pension
roll of the Government The Grand Army
of the Republic does not now nor did it
ever seek such an adjustment Tho rec ¬

ord of achievements belongs to the ages
the victories won by the Union arms en-
rich

¬

ennoble and bless mankind The
Grand Army has always demanded and
does yet demand that no worthv defender
of the IJemililic Ins widow or orphaii3 shall
lie compelled to bear all the burdens grow
ug out of tiie sacrifice

TIIE OLD LAWS
Prior to the passage of the act of June

27 1800 it was necessary under tho then
existing law graining pensions to soldiers
and sailors who had rendered service
tiie war of 1S01 C3 and who were disabled
by wounds injuries or disease originating
during such service as a condition prece-
dent

¬

to the granting pension that the
applicant furnish proof establishing the
fact that the disabling cause had its origin
in tho line of duty during such sen ice
In case of the heir of a dece-JM-- d holdier
or sailor of such war claiming pension itwas necessary to establish tho fact thatthe death of the soldier or sailor was due
to cause having its origin in the military
or naval service The evidence required
to connect tho origin or disability with tho
service was that of a commissioned officeror two enlisted men of a soldiers company
and regiment who could testify from jicrsonal knowledge as to the time place andcireumstani of the origin in the service
of tho disabling or death cause It was
also required in many eases in the ab-
sence

¬

of a hospital leeord showing treat-
ment

¬

of the soldier while in tho pernio
tnat tiie testimony of a regimental Surgeon oo iunusucJ snowing such trament

Jn audition it was rininriil stint dm
physical condition of tho soldier Uxndischarge and return home from the service
be shown by medical or other satisfacton
evidence and that the continuum e of the
disabilities alleged to have been incurred
while in the military or naval service be
clearly shown during all or the j ears since
the soldiers discharge from such sen ice

--is a quarter or a century had elapsed
siin e me ciose oi me war ol tile
and death liail reaied his aiinu
irom among me survivors or Hint
contest anil men who served in tho samesrgauizations theiein had icmoed from
tho places in which such o gnitizations
were gathered together and their where
abouts liad Ix como unknown to their
former comrades it had liecoine more andmore diilicult to furnish the testimony
required to establish a claim under the
then existing laws granting pensions and
the lequirements as to pioof established
thereunder

Oning to the inability of applicants to
furnish the chain of proof complete in even
link as required by the law and the rcgii- -

lations established thereunder the files of
the Pension Oflico were crowded with hun-
dreds

¬

of thousands of meritorious claims
in many of which the xiroof necessary to
cstabiisn title was nearly complete out in
which somo dctnl was not covered which
fact prevented favorable action upon thq
case In every community were soldiers
who were known to thsir neighbors as hav¬

ing entered tho army early in the war and
in the prime of vigorous manhood and to
have returned broken in body and st ength
or to have broken down after returning and
to liave been unable to earn a livelihood
since the war by reason of their disabilities
and who being uuablo to furnish the full
measure of the proof required to establish
a claim under the then existing law were
unable to obtain a pension and in their ad-
vancing

¬

ago wcro compelled to face the
prospect of becoming a public charge In
many cases of the heirs of deceased soldiers
proof of the origin in tho military service
of the death cause was lackingand im-
possible

¬

and widows and orphans of de¬

ceased soldiers wcro a charge upon sur- -
x ii mg comrades or upon tho community in
winch thev resided

Theso conditions led to tho seeking of a
rcme ly therefor After exhaustive debates
by Congress and the passage of a measuro
which failed to meet executive approval tho
uiioii lorreuei culminated m tlio passage or
the act of June 27 1800

AS TO THE NECESSITY
for the enactment of this law it was well
said by thellon Cusliinan K Davis Chair-
man

¬

of the Senate Committee on Tensior s
in the del te preeedirg its passage

The diTercrce between this Lill and the
pension jwliry s it is now is that whereas
uidcr presei t pension legislation it is neces ¬

sary by compete t proof prercribed in a
particular mam er by the Bureau of Pen-sioi- -s

to trace the disalility or death di ¬

rectly to tile casualties of the f ervicc this
bill as in the 1 ill which passed in the tilth
Coi gress ai d as in the bill which passed
the Senate in f e 50th Corgress makes that
nm cccssary aid makes it orly remiisitc
to prove thrt the soldier either died or
suffice J f o n meitalor physical disability
io matter when or how incurred whether
in tiie en ice er i ot

JTe principal reasois fortius outsideof
ai d apart fron its ratnral justice inhere in
the fact that in the lapse of time Mnee the
war the mode of pioof prescril oil bv the
rei ion Bureau ai d Ly the Imvm it now is
aril ii Ieed iy mode of proof bv whicii it
is required to attribute aid trni- - the dis¬

ease or fe dcuth by force of pathological
com to the casirclities or Iardshijs of

c Elrif- - lls lcome so difficult that in
th- - majorty of cafes it is impossil le to pro ¬
cure it So there Fi cais to have Iiecn
amo- - g the people wlio favor this kind or
Iegi--lti-

oi some jears and it has
RIPENED INTO AHFOIUTK CONVICTION
Etrcrgtrorcd as it is by the undoubted fact
tiiat liotamaii we t into the war and servedthrorgh its iUii ite casualties and hardshins ai I came out as woll as lin rric lfn

its and I aT seeds of in his

of
all

in

those
old

he

in

of

his

for

j stitution I say it lias become the deliberate
oi inoso wlio favor liberalizedlegislation of this character that tho tech

i ical bar in the way of proof to entitle a dis
al led soldier to tho liberality and bountyor Ins com try shall Lc removed

This 111 contains the limitations andconditions that the soldier shall be disabled
from the performance of labor in such a de¬

gree as to render him unable to earn a sup-
port

¬

That is a phrase which in certainaspects ot pension legislation exists in thebody or the statutes to day and the phraseor the equivalent or it was used in the act ot
March 3 1873

Further reference might be made to thedebates m Congress antecedent to the pussage of the act of June 27 1800 and of thevetoed act also as illiistmtincr i i
standing by that liody of the provisions of
mi iwi uuu me lnicni oi uongress in itsenactment and its clear appreciation of itsresults if reasonably and nrnnnrlv n
stnied and executed in the same spirit in
which it was passed but it is sufficient to
suite that such debates show a full appreci- -
lttnn li- - fVifTrfa f A- i- -

- i mi jack mat owing 10the rigorous requirements of the then exist-
ing

¬

law it was imnossiblo in i Inrr n riror meritorious claims to furnish the proofnr ccssnry to secure their allowance andalso tho desire of Congress to enact aremedial and beneficent law which wouldcure the wrongs complained of and enablesubstantial justice to be done
INTEKIHETATION OF THE ACT OF

JUNE 27
The new statute went into effect underthe personal direction of tlm limn pitof the United States tho Secretary of tbo

Ir tenor and the Assistant Secretary or the
I tenor three ex soldiers and members ottins irreat comradesliin ill rr i

skilled in tho law the Chier 3iairistmfn of
th Nation a lawyer or world wide repu-
tation

¬

and intlueiee Under their ad-
ministration

¬

with the fullest consideration
en the question in the immediate presence
and under the influence of the exhaustivedebates in the American Congress and re
spoasi ve to the public sentiment which thencontrolled the then Commissioner of Pen ¬

sions Oct 15 lStJO issued Order Xo 1C4
which reads as follows

That all claimants under the actof Tune
27 1890 showing a mental or physical dis¬
ability or disabilities of a rennanent char ¬
acter not tho result or their own vicioushabits and which incapacitate them for theIierformanco or manual Labor rendering
them unable to earn a support in such adegree as would be rated under former lawsat or above SG and less than 12 shall be
rated the same as like disabilities of scniccorigin and that all cases showing a pen
Monahcdi3abilitywhiehifor service origin
would 1 rated at or above S12 er monthshall be rated at S12 per month

I ndcr this rule 400000 names were
added to the pension roll During thenearly three years it stood as the expression
oi a generous and grateful people Con ¬gress twice made appropriations to give itcontinued life aid vitalic effect Mav 118i under a decision rendered bv tho thenSecretary of the Interior in the case of
Charles 1 Bennett it was announced to thocountry that in theissuingor Order Xo 1C4
thit tho emir oi t lnwiers the then Presi ¬

dent or the UriPvI States the then Secre-tary r the r dirkT and the then CommissIoneroriVnsiijc allskillcd in the
of statutory law hadiiolatedand

displaced the very prii viplo which governed
ratings under the act of rune 27 ISflO andsubsUtnted a niling applicable to a different
law ThM was necessary and was

done in order to constnict alog c for tho destruction of Order Xo 1C4
SIE--I- IlEADINO

This Ucnnt tt decWon set up and defined
by an ingenious process of special plead-
ing

¬

a difference between the basis of pen ¬
sion existing under scctiois Gfl2 and 4ii
Hevised Statutes a id that under section 2
of the act of 1 une 27 lS0 Under the lirst
it held thatthe basid l pension isdisability

y reason of wound injury or disease con ¬

tracted while in the servieo and in lino of
UmMl ehionditargiiisthsitUic

luisisor rcuioii is -i- neanac-iiv ilno i n- -

Ijcrmanent mental i physicaldisability nottin result or Mcimis habits to such a degree
as renders tl imant unable to earn a sup ¬
port by manual iirAll iuvaiid ptnMnnq aro granted as asulnstitiite for tio impairment of the earn¬
ing capacity of tho leeipient due to somedisability XutW the law in cxistenix
prior t the jiajn ire or the acr of Inne 27
lfctio this disa ifty should not I duo to
mc ioi habit i should fu

rebe ion rw ICrforiii icef manual labor to such a
lmrvcsl ltreo1 xUettAQ CU1 1WJ to earn aSSt V1p0rt- - nV S1nlanl if Iarison

jvi ci j mu iisnii ii ami ine auii iKdliilmust always be the incapacity of tlio dis
abliil as compared to the capacity of the
able tiodied

It was never the intention or Congress In
fix anv different standard for the rating of
disabilities under the act of June 27 1810
than was fixed under the pension laws in
force prior to tho passage of such act It
will le noted that in the lemarks of the
Chairman of the Senate Committee on Pen ¬

sions ho rciers to the clause shall be dis
a bled Trom the performance or labor in such
a degree as to render him unable o earn a
supjwrt as contained in the act and btotes

THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE WASHINGTON D 0 THURSDAY SEPTEMBER U 1899

that this phrase then existed in the body of
the statutes and the phrase cr the equiva-
lent

¬

ot it was used in the net of March 3
1873

But tlio Bennett decision was ingeniously
drawn and under the guise of tho dis¬

covery of radical error and the exhibition of
profound legal knowledge accomplished a
predetermined object and a cold blooded re-
sult

¬

As is known to all men this decision
was born at a tune when it was necessary to
reduce public expenditures in order to ad-
just

¬

tho same to a reduced income and the
pension annronriation constitutinc as it
did the largest item of oxpeditures prc
sentedi tho most convenient branch to the
pnining knife It was necessary to have a
surplus or at least a clean balance Tho
Bennett decision wis rendered Order No
1C4 was revoked and thus tho blood of tho
soldiers became tho seed of the surplus

Under date of June 9 1803

ORDEIl NO 225
was issued as follows

Department of the interiorbureau of pensions
Washington d c June o 1S93

Order Aro 225
As to the adjudicating and fixing rates

of pension under the act of June 27 1890
1 A claim for pension under the second

section of the act or Juno 27 1800 can only
be allowed upon proor or mental or physi-
cal

¬

disability of a permanent character
not the result or tho claimants own vicious
habits incapacitating him from the per-
formance

¬

of manual labor in such a degree
as to render him unable to earn a support

2 Xo specific injury or disability can
as such have a pensionable rating under
that act nor be considered otherwise than
as it affects the capacity of tho claimant
to perform ordinary manual labor

3 Proof that the disability is not the
result of tho claimants own vicious habits
is requisite and therefore tho causes and
circumstances of tho origin of tho disability
should lie shown by the evidence furnished
in support of the claim for pension so Tar as
can lie done and by persons other than tho
claimant

4 To give the claimant a ponsionablo
status under this act tho disability must
le such as to incapacitato him from tho
performance of manual Ialior in such a
degree as to render him unable to earn a
support yet the act recognizes differencesttg Mor such pensionable disability
giving 12 per month in case or tho greatest
and SO nor month in case of the lowest
degree of such pensionable disability ren ¬

dering tho claimant unable to earn a sup
port iy manual lanor it also provides
for intermediate ratings proportioned for
the intermediate degrees or such pension-
able

¬

disability The proper ratings under
this act will thererore lie made in accordance
with such rules for rating as the Medical
llcreree shall prescribe subject to the ap-
proval

¬

or the Commissioner or Pensions
Order 225 as will heseen follows closely

in the line of the doctrine set forth in the
Bennett decision Where under tho former
practice if an invalid applicant for pension
was found upon examination to be suffering
from two or more disabilities the aggre ¬
gate of which would entitle him to tho
ratingorS0S8S10orS12ner month under
said act according to the degree ot the
total or his disability Under Order 225
a claimants disabilities wcro no longer
considered collectively but each individual
disability was looked on as though eacli
one existed in a different person and unless
one of the disabilities claimed for caused
a disability equal to the minimum rate
fixed by the act CSC nor month for a decree
of disability one half of total no rating
was given anu mo claim was rejected upon
the ground of no disability

Itulo 225 still remains in practical effect
although it is claimed there have been
modifications in tho nraetice Ilndnr De
cision No 80 learing dato of July 12 1899
mo iionoraoio me Assistant Secre-tary

¬
of tho Interior held in tho anneal caso

of

CHARLES NORIJURY AIJAS WIIJIAM
TVAIKER

T Pensions under section 2 of tli net
of June 27 1S90 can not lie rated as under
sections 4002 and 4U93 Itevisod Statutesor tho act of Aug 27 1888

i o no ratable under the second seo--
uoika the actof June 27 1890 a disability
must not only be of a permanent character
not the result of claimants vieinus hahits
out mm uiuiiiiuiuiiu mm tor ine jienorm- -
iiiicu oi manual lamir anu mat in a nptrren
rendering him unable to earn a support

3 Total deafness or otm oar nnlv a
not a pensionable condition under said act

in discussing the appeal tho Honorable
the Assistant Secretary savs

Order 104 was an extremely liberal wm
sirucuon oi me law as lo rating under the
acioi junc zt mini indeed it could not beconsistently maintained when tlm termu
otthe act were compared with former laws
un mo oilier Hand Order 225 as put into
effect and as formerly coiistnuil u nnt in
the other extreme and in many cases re--
onfcvu in fin nb injuaiicu iu ciuimanusThis was remedied in a large measuro by
i muiu uucrai consmicuon oi said order
which on its face is not reirardod nliip- -
tionable properiy construed but muchdepends upon how it is construed

concluding lie uses these significant
words

It will be observed that in tho last cliiiRn
of Order 225 the question of rating is left
largely at tho discretion of tho Medical
Keferee subject to the approval of the Com-
missioner

¬

of Pensions
As already indicated mucii dnnnnlo

upon tho construction given to the law
and the order 225 now in forco It should
lie Iiorne in mind that tho average age or
the surviving soldiers who were in th war
of the rebellion is 00 years or iimrnrd
It is not an unreasonable presumption that
nearly all are in somo degree mentally orTiliRInl V lionlilnl Plrt - r
aw and the circumstances at rem inn- - itu

enactment certainly warrant the conclu-
sion

¬

that a liberal interpretation should
be given and relief granted at least at tho
minimum rate if an appreciable disability
which impairs ability for self support by
manual labor is shown to exist

DISGRACEFUL QUIEI1LINGS

TnmtT tY Tlio Inw if Tttnr T 1 QflA- - iwv noil wiiaunquestionably in keeping with tho ox--

flirt t TTIWIlilt f Vrt Vnfn It
conceded to have been to use tho words of
iiiu irvnoutufc owtuuiry uri cxircmciy
liberal construction but not more liberal
as the Assistant becrctary forcibly puts it

enactment certainly warrant Tlio de¬
fenders of tho Republic did not measuro
their voluntary servieo by fractions but
uui iii tv mill tunmij i coinpieiO UnitHwr nil Plim- - fi if ril aiv un minimi modepths ot a complex system or ISths and
tions expressed in words not einbniced inilm Trufilntlfirr iimnliiiriul 1 41 r nj VUIJIU j uiuui in mostern school of loyalty in the davs when
the Nations life hung in tho balance
They rcfuso to accept as conclusive a
certificate ot perfect health from a Board of

ii li 1 - UKJ Millionwhile they suffer from inflamed muscles
impaired eyesight dulled hearing Tast
stiffening joints and restricted nnlsntimis
of that organ which once sent tlm lifn
current swiftly coursing through patriotic
bodied asthoy kept step to the music of tho
union jnu minimal JMicampmenus sinceISnrt have uriifiirmtv cnnilomniwl PYl v
22i as harsh cruel and unjust anilwd
again feel fully justified in earnestly seek-
ing

¬

relief from its baneful influence Wo
Iftil mil it llnl - liu9iiiitit Kii mi- Illll UlU IUIU WUICU

controlled in the interpretation of tho act
in junu i joiw jiom lci lil lMIII In
June 189 is as irooil law now m it nnn
then The statute has not been changed
and the industrial and financial conditionsor the country to day aro not essentially
different fiom those of nine years ago

iirir i tmiinmcu uas sougni to Know the
law We would not affect entire disre¬
gard of the iiitliicnees naturally dominating
the minds of the comrades in the considera
tion ui miiusiium aiicciiiig meir interests

- ii iiiiiivibiumi mm wo
el i tier from other men where interests es--
mmuiui iTwiiiai as aueciing a great class
without iiualilication that by the test
Tltnlt U IT rll1lflll In I T ll
right ami Hie law of this case Appreciat-
ing

¬

the unique position oecunied bv tlm
Union soldiers ami sailors of the Uepublic
V mrfil ti in lijr inlfvint 4

qualified to piss upon tiie question af- -

Z of the act of June 27 1800

KIDNEY BLADDER
CURE

Mailed to All Sufferers from Disorders of

the Kidneys and Bladder Brigbts Dis-

ease

¬

Rheumatism Gravel Pain
in the Back Dropsy etc

Ho H C Hud Until let
Ksordrrs of the Kidneys and Bladder causa

Ilrfchts Disease Hhcumalism Gravel Pain in tho
Hack Bladder Disorders ilifTicull or too frequent
passing of water Dropsy eta For these diseases a
Positive Specific Cure is found in a dcit botanical
discovery the wonderful Kava Kava Shrub called
by botanists the piper mcthysticum from the
Ganges Hirer East India It lias the extraordi-
nary

¬

record af 1200 hospital cures in 30 daya It
acts directly on the Kidneys and cures by draining
out of tho filood the poisonous Uric Acid Urates
Lithates etc which cause the disease

Professor Edward S FogK the Evangelist
testifies in tho Christian Advocate that tho Kava
Kava Shrub cured him in one month of severe
Kidney and Dladder disease of many years stand ¬

ing lion It a Wood of Lowell Ini writes that
in four weeks he was cured of Rheumatism Kid ¬

ney and Dladder disease after ten years sutlerine
His bladder trouble was so irreat ho had to iret up
five to twelve times during the night Kcv Thos
M Owen of West Iawlct Vt and others givo
similar testimony Many ladies including Mrs
Lydia Valentine East Worcester N Y Mrs
Maria Wall Ferry Mich also testify lo its won-
derful curative powers in Kidney and other dis-
orders

¬

peculiar to womanhood
That you may judge of the value of this Great

Discovery for yourself we will send you one Large
Case by mail Free only asking that hcn cured
yourself you will recommend it to others It is n
Sure SiHTific and ran not fail Address Tho
Church Kidney Cure Company No 421 Fourth
Avenue New York City

A VEItY Old ASD SOUND ItULU
says that words in law must bo so construed
as to further tho purpose of the law if that
can reasonably lie done

This law docs not require that tho dis-
ability

¬

shall lie traced to something that
occurred to tho soldier while in service
It asks

1 Did heservoin the war of the rebellion
for at least 00 days

2 Was ho honorably discharged
3 Is ho suffering from a mental or a

physical disability of a permanent char-
acter

¬
not the result or his own vicious

habits which incapacitates him Tram tho
Iierformanco of manual Ialior in such a de¬
gree as to render him unable to earn a sup-
port

¬

If his proofmakes answer yes to each
and all of these questions his name ought
lo go upon tho pension roll
TIIE MANIFEST 1UitPOSI OF THIS LAW
is to place uon the pension roll disabled
soldiers wiiosedisaliility Ls of a permanent
character proyided they served tho statu-
tory

¬
time were honorably discharged and

did not by viciousi habits contribute to the
disability i

To so construe tho word a as to refuse a
pension unless some one deficiency as lo
eyes ear heart leg or arm incapacitated
him and to refuse a pension where as a re
sultor partial derects in several limbs and
organs owingi to different causes he cannot
earn a living by manual labor would
nullify the lawiasto many The material
matters aro tho incapacity to labor and its
permanency i

Tlio law intended to keep permanently
disabled soldiers of the war of the rebellion
wuo cannoi ny manual labor support them-
selves

¬

out of thp poorhouso provided they
nan serveu ui icist iiu nays anu were not
viciously in iauii A must be so con-
strued

¬

as to aid that purposo unless reason
forbids Can con non sense say that Con-
gress

¬

intentfo i to exclude from this bounty
any permanently disabled soldierof DO days
or more who was not in rault as ti his dis
ability Until common senso can answeryes ana give a good reason Tor such ex-
clusion

¬

a must help and not opioso thepurpose or tho law
Tiie act of June 27 1890 provides that
leusiou suaii commence Irom tlio date of

the tiling of tho application in tho Tension
Office after the passage of this act upon
proof that tho disability then existed and
sliall continue during the existence of tho
same From the passage or tho act and
until 1S3 tho Pension Bureau dated the
commencement or tho pension in an ap-
plication

¬

filed thoreunder rrom the date or
the filing of such application In some
cases wheroanapplicant was ordered before
an examining board and tho board making
tho examination reported tho applicant as
not disabled in a pensionable degree ujwii
the filing of medical evidence controverting
the adverse report of tho examining board
tho applicant was again ordered for ex-
amination

¬

and if tho report of such second
examination was favorable his pension was
granted to commence-- from tho date of the
filing of his application This practice was
eminently proier and just to tho claimant
for tho reason that tho Government ac-
cepted tlio favorable reiiort mado by
the second examining board when
such favorablo report controverted the
adverse report mado by tho first ex¬

amining board If the applicant furnished
evidence showing that ho was disabled at
tho date of tho filing of his application it
was presumed that tlio report of tho first
board who examined him was- - an error
This gavo to an applicant tho arrears or
pension covering the period from the dateor the filing or his original application and
in some cases amounting to quite a sum or
money

It was also held sufficient if tho applicant
alleged in ills application that ho was dis-
abled

¬

and he was not required to define with
oKactness the specific naturo or his dis-
abilities

¬
For instance if an applicant

stated that ho was suffering from and dis-
abled by an affection of tho back and it was
subsequently found upon medical examin-
ation

¬

that tho disability so affecting theapplicant was lumbago or rheumatism hisgeneral allegation of tho affection of back
was held to bo sullicicnt and ho was pen-
sioned

¬

accordingly from tho dato of thofiling or his application
With the change or policy in 1893 the

practice of filing
SUPPLEMENTAL DECLAItATION

was born Tlusfor instance if an ap-
plicant

¬

had filed his claim in July 1890
and such claimromained unadjudicated in
1893 and its allowance was apparently inevitablosay at 0 per month tho minimumrate prescribed ly tho act orS72 per annum
and the arrearsof pension for threo years
could be cut off asavintr totlinfinvrrrimit
of 21i could ho made If this could bo ac
complished in thousands of cases and under
color of law or jn such a way as to givo it
somo semblance of legality tho saving
would be immense No one would sufferexcept tho humble applicants and they
could lie consoled by an ingeniously written
decision which if tfley could read and under
stand it would muko them thankful that
their iicnsions wore commenced at nil and
that they were permitted tho privilege of
drawing them id the future In the caso of
Charles J Hrj ait Secretarys Pension
Decisions Vol 7 page 299 Dec 20 1894
it was held

If the original declaration sets rortli the
existenco ot certain disabling causes and
none whatever aro round upon examination
no pension may bo allowed and further
adjudication must lie dependont upon thefiling of a now declaration

This decision instituted tho practico of
filing what are known as supplemental
declarations under the actof Juno 27 1890
The effect of this practico may bo briefly
recited if A filed an application for pen-
sion

¬

under tho said act in 1892 and was
examined a year thereafter by an examin ¬

ing board who reported that ho was not dis ¬

abled in a pensionable degreo ho was re-
quired beforo he could secure a reconsider-
ation or his claim to file a new or supple-
mental

¬
declaration and to support the

samo by medical evidence showing as amatter of fact that he was disabled by

SUMMARY
Statement of Pension Claims FUed and Allowed During Fiscal Year Ended

June 30 1899
General laws Filed Allowed

1 Original invalid c 1412 3624
2 Original widows etc 6184 4246
3 Original war with Spain 1G9SC 295 Total Total

Filed Allowed
J Total general laws 2 1582 8105 245S2 8105

Act of Juno 27 1S90
4 Original invalid OSfiO 20641
5 Original widows etc 13845 12185

Total act of 1890 20705 32820 0705 32820f
Increases general laws 34330 22460
Increases act of June 27 1890 31770 25603

Total filed 111387 89054

Total number pensioners Juno 30 1S9S 993714
Total number pensioners Juno 30 1S99 991519

xccrCciso oi rX9t

Dropped during fiscal year By death 3 1345
Dropped during fiscal year By remarriage minors failuro to claim

and other causes - 8841

uuL 4ilob
New names added to pension roll 40901

tinies dropped 4I5f 1S6

Total pensions paid for year S13825372291Tqtal appropriation 14000000000
Surplus covered into Treasury 174607709
Attorneys disqualified during year Disbarred 63

Suspended 10
Dropped 2
Revocation of admission 1

Total 7e
Total number standing disbarred July 1 1899 1103

01d law New law Certificates issued

reason of tlio causes alleged in his original
declaration and insucii supplemental decla-
ration

¬

He was then again ordered for
examination and if the board who ex-
amined

¬

him under such second order re-
ported

¬

that they found him disabled and
recommended that ho be granted a pen-
sion

¬

his pension when allowed was made
to commence from the date of tho filing of
tho supplemental declaration thus caus-
ing

¬

him a loss of one years pension In
many cases several supplemental declar-
ations

¬

have been required and have been
filed and in thousands of cases theaverago
loss to applicants has been two three or
more years arrears of pension

Congress
UFCOGNIZING Tlin INJUSTICE OF THIS

PRACTICE
under date of March 0 1890 passed a law
providing as follows

That whenevera claim for pension under
the act of Juno 27 1890 has been or shall
hereafter lie rejected suspended or dis¬

missed and a new application shall have
been or sliall hereafter be filed and a pen-
sion

¬

lias been or shall iiereafter lie allowed
in such claim such pension shall date from
the time of tho filing of the firstapplication
provided the evidence in tho case shall show
a pensionable disability to liavo existed or
to exist at tho time of filing such first ap-
plication

¬

anything in any law or ruling of
the Department to the contrary notwith-
standing

¬

In construing this law it is held that the
words provided the evidence in the case
shall show a pensionable disability to have
existed or to exist at the time of filing such
first application that the first or adverse
report of an examining board is incontro-
vertible

¬

by any evidence which tho appli-
cant

¬

couldfurnish as well as by the favor-
able

¬

report of tho second board whicii ex-
amined

¬

the applicant although sucii
second reiiort was ultimately accepted as
showing the truo physical condition of the
applicant It is aflirmcd that the act of
liarch 6 1890 changed in no material man-
ner

¬

tiie conditions either in disposition or
practice on the part of the Pension Bureau
with relation to the injustice whicii the said
act was intended to cure and that out of the
great mass of applicants tiie number of
thoso who have been benefited by its pro-
visions

¬

would not be sufficient to constitute
a Corporals guard

J no act ot Juno si lsoo provides pen¬

sion at the rate of S8 per month for the
widow of a soldier or sailor who served for
the iieriod of 90 days or more fh the army or
navy of tho United States during the war
of the rebellion and wlio was honorably
discharged leaving the widow without
other means of support than her daily
labor

DEFEATING THE TUItPOSE OF TIIE LAW

Surely the American Congress in this
enactment intended tomanifest the Nations
most generous appreciation of hororable
military and naval service and to at last
givo emptiatic ellect to ttio words of the
immortal Lincoln To caro for him who
shall have borne tho battle and for his
widow and orphans At least so hoped
the Grand Army tho widow is not to
thread her lonely way alontr the frnrid natli
hedged about by Departmental decisions
Tlio wife wtio proudly welcomed ttio return
of tho pldier husband and gladly lovingly
trustingly helped to bind up the Nations
wounds was the least able to bear in
gratitude after death claimed her natural
protector The soldiers widow was not
exempt from tho results or tho effort to
economize by pruning pensions It was
determined that where tlio widow of a sol-
dier

¬

was in possession of means from which
an incomo of S8 a month was derived or
derivable such widow was not entitled to a
pension as being dependent within the
meaning of tho act On the 21st of May
1897 tho Xational Pension Committee of
tho Grand Army presented to tho present
Conmissioner of Pensions among others
tins request for a ruling

12 Relative to tho amount of income
a widow may have ami bo entitled to pen ¬

sion uniler the act of June 27 1890 Tho
suggestion hero is 500 per annum We
do not agree to so largo a sum but think
possibly an income of from S200 to 300
might lie allowed and yet give the widow
title to a pension

WIDOWS PENSIONS
In order to givo opportunity for further

consideration of tho suggestion mado by
tho National Committeo on Pensions the
memoranda was then submitted to tlio
Board of Roview of the Pension Bureau
and on the item of widows incomo this
report was submitted

12 Also that the provisions of tho act
of Juno 27 1890 relative to tho means of
support other than her daily Inbor of a
widow claimant under tho act should bo
interpreted so as to read That before she
shall bo entitled to a pension under the pro
visioas of said law she shall provo that
her net incomo dos not oxcecil 500 per
annum

Tho memoranda thus submitted was
referred to the First Deputy Commissioner
and a prominont officer of tho Bureau
and on Slay 20 they reported on this item
in theso words

Sec 12 Tiie amount recommended bv
the Committee 500 It would bo a
humane and just provision to make the
amount of incomo not to exceed 250 as a
means of sunnort other than hn- - ilniht
labor in tiie claims of widows under the
act oi Juno 27 1890 Rcfore such a rule
could bo adopted it would bo necessary to
vacate the decision in the case of Kntliarinn
Klein 7 I D 2i8 and others bearing
ujiuii mu uuuiu suojeci

Thereupon and soon after certainly
before January 1898 tlio Commissioner of
Pensions recommended to tlio Honorablo
tiie secretary or the Interior tho adoption
of thi3 sum 250 a year as tho maximum
income of a widow barring her right to a
pension instead of 91 a year under the
rule then in force The recommendation
was not concurred in and the S9l limitation
remains in effect Your committee brought
these mitters to tho attention of tho Presi
deu t July 12 of this year Lawvers dis¬
agree as to the meaning of tho statute
and thero seems to bo no reason whv theplain intent or Congress may not be plainly
stated and thussctat rest and torover all
dispute on this question

it is not to tie denied that honoml and
natriotic men differ on the corKinirtimi of
thi3 law and honestly differ Tlio Grand
Army will not bo justified in arbitrarily
refusing to avail itself of the legitimate
means available to attempt correction of
wrongs complained of As tho matter
now stands the law officers of tho Govern-
ment

¬

givo to tho act of June 27 1890 one
effect wo respectfully dissent from their
views With tho American Congress rests
the determination of the questions at issue

Your committeo beliovcs that with the
reassembling or that body the act may bo
so amended as to remove alL doubt as to
tho meaning and intent of the law and that
the attention of Congress will bo directed to
tho subject in the annual message of our
comrade the President Relief from any
umtr suurco uocs not now seem probable

VISIT OF TIIE COSIMITTEE
By the order of tho Acting Commander-in-Chi- ef

tho National Committee on Pen-
sions

¬
with tho Acting Commander-in-Chie- f

held a three days session in Wash-
ington

¬
City July 10 to 12 The Com-

mittee
¬

called upon tho President of theUnited States and was accorded an inter-
view not limited as to time The action of
tho 31st National Encampment at Buffalo
and of the 32d National Encampment at
Cincinnati was officially brought to his
attention and ho evinced a soldierly in-
terest

¬
in all that was presented for his

consideration Tlio practicil results of
that interview have been presented in thisreport Our comrade the President badeus say to the great comradeship of which
lie is a member that he sliall always as
the Chief Executive of the Nation esteem
it a sacred duty to execute the laws in
letter and spirit providing pensions for
the soldiers sailors and marines ot theRepublic and their dependent ones Bur ¬

dened by great responsibilities and charged
with tho conduct or a war with a foreign

- w iuuu iiu fiw in-
tention

¬
to iletnils of the several Depart- -

iiiunu-- in mu uuvernmcni as in time of
TlllCo Pfio nnmmiittf rolln1 XT

orablo Sectctary of tlio Interior and also
on tho Commissioner of Pensions and pre
sented complaints as to tlio administration
of the Pension Bureau As an incident or
tills mpetinf tlm worn1 rrpnf r thn Ainl
that thq Pension Bureau was under in
vestigation Dy tins committee Tinsbrougiit in tha succeeding weeks thou-
sands

¬
nf Iftr frnm ororv cwvtirn r u

country addressed to the individual mem- -
uera oi mo committee eacn leiter a com-
plaint

¬
as to existing conditions in the ad- -

minltmtlnn rf iht Tanarn Twnn rt
classiry theso complaints would require
iuuuu umu mm uiiace ana to pass upon
their merits would involve a vast amount
or research conducted by experts in pension
matters and not possible by your Com-
mittee

¬

on Pensions To sum it all up the
burden of complaint is against the en-
forcement

¬
of Rule 225 and the widowsnlnllqn Vinn inrr nancinna nf nn nnnKA

96 a year Neither as we lielieve is in
n eepinji wiin me spirit oi ine law Asoldiers widow should not bo permitted
In RiinVr in Hiia tfinl f nlnnl l
stoutly insist that Rulo No 225 should bo
auiu ii mu iiureuu u re esiaonsiieuUnfriendly critics still challenge tiie
TOiritV f tlm nanainn frill fPIn lruv - miw tun jiiu vjriimu
Army or the Republic pledped to 4honor

demands specifications not general state--

as soldiers and citizens totally obedient to
me suuiuca no ciass oi men nas so well
learned the lessons of unquestioning obedi-
ence

¬
to law and unwavering loyalty to thoflag and Americanism as the men who

wear tho little bronzo button The off-
icials

¬

of tho Government adjudicate claims
for pensions and if there be unworthy
names on the loll the men who refuse to
invoke the legal machinery of the courts
to blot them out aro neither sincere nor
patriotic in their fierce denunciation of

i w iMMr 1
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Keep
Your
YOOlli

If yon are young you nat-
urally

¬

appear so
If you are old why ap¬

pear so
Keep young inwardly we

will look after the out-
wardly

¬

You need not worry longer
about those little streaks of
gray advance agents of age

Ayers
Hair

Vigor
will surely restore color to
gray hair and it will also
give your hair all the wealth
and gloss of early life

Do not allow the falling of
your hair to threaten you
longerwith baldness Do not
be annoyed with dandru

We will send you our book
on the Hair and Scalp free
upon request
Write to tho Doctor
It you ilo not obtain all the bene

fill tou expected Irom the use of
the VUor write tho doctor about It
Probably there l tome riiaeuItT
mm your general system woicn
maj be eatlly remoTed

jfcuuxew uih i a i bit
Lowell Mua

M

alleged wrongdoing No man lias tho
right to parade tho moral weakness of tho
possibly corrupt fow to create prejudice
against the most sacred rights of tho honest
many It were better not to confine ones
self to tales of vice and fraud but rather to
tell or an occasional discovery of merit and
honest virtue relieved in order that the
world may know that the moral degeneracy
of the closing years of the 19th century is
not confined to the survivors of the war ol
the rebellion and the heirs of sucii as have
passed away It is fair to assume that tho
average man having the virtue of patriotism
in a sufficient degree to offer to lay down
his life for his country in fighting her bat-
tles

¬

for freedom is free from intent to de-
fraud

¬

Decency should be presumed on
the part of the defenders of tho Republic
The Grand Army representing the ex
Union soldiers and sailors of the United
States and their heirs having in mind the
glorious past surpassed only by the possi-
bilities

¬

unfolding and to be unfolded in the
future pleads for justice More is not de¬

sired with less this great comradeship
and all it represents will not be satisfied -

R B Brown
John PalmerJ W Burst
Charles Clark Adams

A Babys Sad Plight Mr I W
Bunch of Aurora Springs Mo relates the
lollowing Our baby had been sick and
puny all summer and was hardly able to
take any nourishment Finally the child
broke out all over with the worst looking
noils I have ever seen but thanks to your
Blood Vitalizer it hrnnclit nbnut i cum in
short order Babies as well as grown up
folks find health and happiness in Dr
Peters Blood Vitalizer Not a drug store
medicine Special agents supply it For
further particulars write to Dr Peter FahrJney 112 114 So Hoyne Ave Chicago 111

Up to last Saturday the contributions
the Dewey Homo amounted to 23109

SILK REMNANTS FOR CRAZY WORKA bis iKickase of beautiful hilt Kcnmauts from 100 to la pieces ail carefully trimmed prepared from m
lame accumulation OfSlIka CSDPeLlHv MlAnTeri fnr nit llnHg nf rnir unrL-- Wa rrtva m hnn tmikl nnv
oilier oflVr ami the remnants are all lanse l7ea in most beautiful colors and desurns Send M cents In silver ofstamps to Inri Ml it Company Box 3015 New York City IT Y This couccrals reliable and the pacleage ofslcnlsliln value

SISTER READ MY FREE OFFER

sm

I lilst tWM
myiym5m3r

to

Wise Words to Sufferers
From a Woman of Notre Dame Ind
I will mail free of any chargo this Homo Treatment with

full instructions aad the history of my own case to any lady
suffering from female trouble You can CURB YOURSELF
at home WITHOUT THE AID OF ANY PHYSICIAN IT
U1LL COST YOU NOTHING to give the treatment a trial and
If you decide to continuo it will only cost yon TWELVE
CENTS A WEEK It will not interfere with your work or
occupation I HAVE NOTHING TO SELL Tell other
sufferers ofit that is all I asc It cures all younc or old

II you feel a bearing down sensation sense of impending
evil pain in the backor bowels creeping feeling op the spine e
desire to cry frequently hot flashes weariness usually caused

by female weakness profuse scanty or painful Fcriods Tumors or Gro ths address MRS M SUlf
MICIIS NOTRE DAME IND U a A for the Frco Treatment and Full Information Thousands
besides myself lia e cured themselves with it I send it in plain wrappers

TO MOTHERS OF DAUGHTERS I will explain a simple Home Treatment which speedUy and
effectually cures IRREGULAR MENSTRUATION in young ladies It will save ANXD3TY and
EXPENSE nud save YOUR DAUGHTER tiie HUMILIATION of explaining her troubles to otherPlumpness and health always result Irom its use

W ItEItKVER YOU LIVE I can refer you to well known ladies of your own State or County who
know and will gladly tell any sufferer that this Home Treatment REALLY CURES ALL DISEASED
CONDITIONS of our delicate female organism thoroughly STRENGTHENS RELAXED MUSCLES
AND LIGAMENTS which cause displacement and makes women well Write to day as this offer will
not be mado again Address

MRS M SUMMERS Box 25 Notre Dame Ind U S A

FREE A GRAND OFFER -- FREE

MME RUPPERTS FACE BLAECH

AMI A ISUlI EUX says I appreciate the fact that there aro thousands ant
Fihousauds of ladies in tho United States that would like to try my worM rcnowiied

BLEACH but havo bean kept from doing so on accot
of the price which is 200 per bottle or 3 bottles taken to-

gether
¬

So00 In order that all of these may havo an op-
portunity

¬

I will givo to every caller absolutely free during
this month a sample bottle and in order to supply thoso
living outsido of city or in any part of tho world I will
send it safely packed plain wrapper all charges prepaid on
receipt of 2C silver or stamps

In overy caso of freckles pimples moth sallowness
black heads acne eczema oilincss or roughness or any
discoloration or disease of the skin and wrinkles not caused
by facial expression FACE BLEACH removes absolutely
It does not cover up as cosmetics do but is a cure Address
all communications or call on

MME A RUPPERT Dept K 6 East 4th Street New York

II
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